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Abstract

The study conducts a media comparison between anti-Muslim and anti-Jewish
sentiments across Western societies. Historical social influences have developed both
Islamophobia and anti-Semitism into prevalent concepts, which Western media
disseminates through diverse socio-political, ideological, and social motivations. The
study examines how media presents its stories, the terminology and image
representation, and reporting methods used, as well as investigates the consequences
of these trends.Research reveals that Islamic discrimination in Western media is
primarily linked to terrorism, extremism, and social threats. The association of anti-
Semitism in media content consists mainly of financial perspectives and historical
beliefs and theories. The research declares an examination of both concepts' biased
presentation in Western media while investigating the influence of public opinion and
policy-making on their effects.The evaluation proposes solutions to resolve these
issues, aiming to achieve neutral media and social harmony. The research emphasizes
that media organizations need to accept greater accountability for presenting factually
unbiased reports about different religious beliefs and cultures, to develop harmony
among different faiths.

Keywords: Islamophobia, anti-Semitism in Western media, social danger
Introduction

Academics and policymakers are actively debating how media influences public
understanding of ethnic and religious communities. Western media is facing
increasing criticism for its portrayal of minority communities, particularly Muslims
and Jews, in recent years. Religious discrimination, in the form of Islamophobia and
anti-Semitism, continues to display its historical origins through contemporary media
representations. Muslims face discrimination from Islamophobes who link them to
terrorism and extreme views, as well as cultural differences, while Jews encounter
anti-Semitic sentiments through economic accusations, social dual commitments, and
conspiracy theories (Saeed, 2007; Lajevardi & Abrajano, 2019).

Televised coverage of Muslims expanded dramatically after the 9/11 events, but grew
more hostile toward Muslim portrayals, thereby fueling extensive public concerns
about Islamic radicalization (Alsultany, 2012). Studies indicate that Muslims are
portrayed as a menacing single bloc, which strengthens discriminatory social attitudes
and hateful government laws (Said, 1997). Through far-right media outlets, age-old
theories about Jewish control of banking institutions and worldwide governance
systems continue to appear (Finkelstein, 2005). The Western media demonstrates a
substantial difference in how it treats anti-Muslim bigotry compared to anti-Semitic
prejudice, as Islamophobia achieves greater acceptance through mainstream political
and journalistic dialogues (Kundnani, 2014).

This article performs an assessment of Islamophobia and anti-Semitism in Western
media by reviewing their background evolution, stereotype mechanisms, and policy
effects on social unity. Research examines how Islamophobia avoids facing resistance
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similar to anti-Semitism in public discourse, and how media forges these beliefs into
social policy decisions. This research evaluates media misrepresentations and
advocates for fair coverage of religious groups to demonstrate the difficulties of
present-day religious bias in journalistic practice.

Historical Context of Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism in the West

The Western development of Islamophobia along with anti-Semitism took shape
through political reforms and religious beliefs alongside social and cultural factors.
The development histories of these discrimination types run separately, but they
connect through fundamental aspects of prejudice and exclusion together with media
stereotyping.

1. Evolution of Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism in the West
Islamophobia

The irrational hostility toward Muslims and Islam known as Islamophobia has
developed over several hundred years. During the Crusades lasting from 1095 through
1291, European Christians portrayed Muslims as hostile forces who opposed
Christendom, according to the work of Tolan (2002). The Spanish Inquisition (1478—
1834), alongside the Reconquista (8th—15th century), forced Muslim along with
Jewish populations to convert or leave their homes and at the same time produced a
lasting hatred (Esposito, 1999).

Scholars during the 18th and 19th centuries under European imperialism depicted
Islam as unchanged and oppressive, whereas they saw Western advancement as
rational (Said, 1978). Discriminatory immigration laws, along with the "War on
Terror," became justified by the way Muslims were portrayed as potential terrorists in
the wake of the 9/11 attacks (Kundnani, 2014).

Anti-Semitism

The complete hatred toward Jews known as anti-Semitism grew systematic during
mediaeval times after it endured in antiquity. During the Black Death from 1347
through 1351, Jewish people received unjust blame for somehow poisoning public
well water (Cohn, 2007). Racial theories combined with economic stereotypes from
the 19th century triggered the Western European pogroms along with implementing
systematic discrimination across the continent (Arendt, 1951).

The Nazi German-controlled Holocaust period (1941-1945) marked the absolute
worst anti-Jewish event in history as the nation executed six million Jewish people.
Anti-Semitic sentiments grew less common in Western society after the Holocaust,
yet right-wing conspiracy hypotheses stemming from Jewish monopoly of media
companies and financial institutions stayed prominent in both media platforms and
online spaces (Finkelstein, 2005).

2. Impact of Colonialism, Orientalism, and Anti-Jewish Prejudices
Colonialism and Islamophobia

Colonial control in Muslim-dominant lands strengthened the proliferation of hateful
images about Islam. European colonists presented Muslims to international audiences
as mentally unbalanced killers who could not administer their territories during their
imperial rule (Said, 1978). The British and French empires specifically practiced
administrative policies that imposed disadvantage upon Muslim populations but
privileged their non-Muslim minority governance system (Esposito, 1999).
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In post-colonial times, Western media organizations kept showing Muslim nations
through frameworks that depicted them as unstable regimes ruled by extremism and
oppressing their populations, thus perpetuating colonial myths (Mamdani, 2004).
Allegating Islam with terrorism along with fostering images of backwardness became
fundamental features in media representations after the September 11 terrorist attacks
(Alsultany, 2012).

Orientalism and Media Bias

In his book Orientalism (1978) Edward Said demonstrated how Western portrayals of
Eastern communities including Muslim populations included biased stereotypes that
supported colonial imperial goals. According to Said (1997), this framework appeared
in popular culture and journalism through two types of Muslim representations:
extremist violence and oppressed women requiring Western savior initiatives.

The Orientalist tradition has formed modern media representations of Muslims so that
media reports primarily concentrate on terrorism-related news and religious
fundamentalism while overlooking Muslim achievements in science and culture and
political domains (Shaheen, 2001).

Anti-Jewish Prejudices in Media and Politics

European colonial authorities generated and spread anti-Semitism through their
various policies. Jewish communities faced accusations of government manipulation
through their control of banking systems as support behind the false claims within the
fabricated book The Protocols of the Elders of Zion (Bronner, 2000).

The movies of the twentieth century shifted their Jewish portrayals because of
Holocaust education yet anti-Jewish stereotypes remain hidden within extreme right
and far-right rhetoric according to Finkelstein (2005). Certain aspects surrounding the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict often bring a combination of distorted Jewish stereotypes
alongside intentional avoidance of fair analysis of Israeli policy choices (Chomsky,
1999).

3. Key Historical Events Shaping Media Portrayals
The 9/11 Attacks and Islamophobia

The September 11, 2001 attacks were a turning point in the portrayal of Muslims in
Western media. News outlets increasingly associated Islam with terrorism, often
conflating the actions of extremist groups like Al-Qaeda with the broader Muslim
population (Kundnani, 2014). Policies such as the Patriot Act (2001) and increased
surveillance of Muslim communities were justified through Islamophobic media
rhetoric (Bayoumi, 2008).

Hollywood also contributed to Islamophobic stereotypes, frequently depicting
Muslims as villains in films and TV shows (Shaheen, 2001). This trend has led to the
marginalization of Muslim voices in mainstream discourse and the rise of hate crimes
against Muslim communities (Lajevardi & Abrajano, 2019).

The Holocaust and Anti-Semitism in Media

The Holocaust forced Western media to transform their strategy in reporting anti-
Semitic matters. A deliberate movement emerged in public education and media after
World War II as an approach to fighting against Jewish prejudice (Lipstadt, 1993).
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Through motion pictures, and documentaries, and literary content, the media
displayed Jewish pain for the audience to grasp.

In far-right discourse, anti-Semitic conspiracies continue to exist but now use political
and financial talking points to mask their prejudices (Bronner, 2000). Recent populist
leaders have added more heat to conspiracy theories by targeting Jewish business
elites as responsible for global developments and financial troubles, according to
Finkelstein (2005).

The Refugee Crises and Renewed Islamophobia

Western media networks dramatically increased their use of Islamophobic language
after the Syrian refugee crisis began in 2015, and when citizens moved from Muslim-
majority countries. News media platforms, alongside political leaders, insist on
presenting Muslim refugee populations as national security risks, leading national
officials to adopt immigration bans as well as border control measures (Lajevardi &
Abrajano, 2019).

Extremist right-wing supporters use media outlets to spread fabricated information
about Muslim migrants, portraying them as destructive forces against Western culture
(Kundnani, 2014). Racial hate propaganda has contributed to both Muslim population
attacks and official discriminatory legislation that targets Islamic communities
(Bayoumi, 2008).

Media Representation of Islamophobia

Media entities actively construct societal opinions about various communities while
they exist. Western media outlets have substantially built and maintained unfavorable
Muslim stereotypes in their coverage of Islamophobia. The media's choice to portray
Muslims through violent and extremist representations, along with backward cultural
stereotypes, influences governmental approaches and public sentiments toward
Muslims, as well as discriminatory actions.

1. Common Stereotypes about Muslims in Western Media

Western media has historically framed Muslims through a set of recurring stereotypes
that contribute to Islamophobia. Some of the most common portrayals include:

a) Muslims as Terrorists and Extremists

One of the most prevalent stereotypes is the association of Islam with terrorism. This
stereotype intensified after the 9/11 attacks (2001) and was reinforced by the
subsequent "War on Terror." Media coverage frequently conflates Islam with groups
like Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and the Taliban, leading to the generalization that all Muslims
pose a security threat (Alsultany, 2012).

A study by Shaheen (2001) in Reel Bad Arabs analyzed over 900 Hollywood films
and found that over 90% of films portraying Arabs and Muslims depict them as
villains, terrorists, or oppressors of women. This negative imagery is also reflected
in TV shows, such as Homeland, 24, and Jack Ryan, where Muslim characters are
often involved in extremist plots.

b) Muslims as Backward and Oppressive

Western media frequently depicts Islamic societies as oppressive, particularly towards
women. Images of veiled women, forced marriages, and honor killings are often used
to portray Muslim cultures as primitive and misogynistic (Mahmood, 2005). While
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gender issues exist in many societies, the selective focus on Muslim-majority
countries reinforces the idea that Islam itself is inherently oppressive.

News outlets often present Muslim-majority countries as resistant to modernization,
highlighting issues like Sharia law, authoritarian rule, and restrictions on freedom of
expression while ignoring progressive changes in these societies (Said, 1978). This
selective representation reinforces the binary of a "civilized West" versus a "backward
East."

¢) Muslims as a Threat to Western Values

Islam is often portrayed as incompatible with Western ideals of democracy, secularism,
and human rights. This narrative is especially evident in debates over Muslim
migration, where politicians and media outlets frame Muslim immigrants as unwilling
to integrate into Western society (Kundnani, 2014).

For example, in the European context, the 2015 refugee crisis led to widespread
fearmongering about Muslim migrants, with claims that they would impose Sharia
law and undermine European traditions. The coverage of migration issues often
emphasized criminality, radicalization, and social unrest linked to Muslim
communities (Lajevardi & Abrajano, 2019).

2. The "War on Terror" and Its Influence on Media Narratives

The "War on Terror," launched by the U.S. after 9/11, significantly influenced media
portrayals of Muslims. This global campaign against terrorism framed Islam as a
primary source of extremism and legitimized state policies that discriminated against
Muslim populations.

a) Media’s Role in Justifying the War

News coverage following 9/11 overwhelmingly focused on Muslim-majority
countries as sources of global instability. Media outlets like Fox News, CNN, and
The New York Times framed U.S. military interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq as
necessary to combat terrorism, while downplaying the civilian casualties and
destruction caused by these wars (Chomsky, 1999).

Research by Powell (2011) found that terms like "Islamic terrorism'" and "jihadist
violence" increased dramatically in Western media after 2001, reinforcing the
perception that Islam itself was the problem rather than specific extremist groups.

b) Impact on Policies and Public Attitudes

The Islamophobic media coverage of the War on Terror had tangible effects on
policies and public attitudes. Examples include:

e The Patriot Act (2001): Expanded government surveillance and
disproportionately targeted Muslim communities in the U.S.

e Muslim Travel Bans: Countries like the U.S. (under Trump’s presidency)
implemented bans on travelers from Muslim-majority nations.

e Racial Profiling: Increased security checks and suspicion towards Muslim
passengers at airports.

Polling data from Pew Research (2017) found that over 50% of Americans
supported more surveillance of mosques, demonstrating how media narratives
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shaped public fear of Muslims.

3. Case Studies: News Coverage of Muslim-Majority Countries, Migration, and
Security Policies

a) Coverage of Muslim-Majority Countries

Western media tends to focus on conflict, terrorism, and human rights violations in
Muslim-majority nations while neglecting positive developments. For instance:

e Middle East: Coverage emphasizes wars, extremism, and authoritarianism but

ignores scientific advancements, cultural heritage, and social progress
(Shaheen, 2001).

e South Asia: Reports on Pakistan and Afghanistan often highlight Taliban-

related violence but fail to acknowledge democratic progress and civil society
efforts (Kundnani, 2014).

b) Media Narratives on Muslim Migration

e During the 2015 Syrian refugee crisis, news outlets in Europe and the U.S.
frequently depicted refugees as potential terrorists rather than war victims
(Lajevardi & Abrajano, 2019).

e Terms like "Muslim invasion" and "Islamization of Europe" became popular
in far-right media, leading to the rise of anti-immigration policies and hate
crimes against Muslims.

¢) Security Policies and Media’s Role

o After terrorist attacks in Europe (e.g., Paris 2015, Manchester 2017), media
coverage disproportionately focused on the attackers” Muslim identities rather
than broader socio-political causes (Bayoumi, 2008).

e Hate crimes against Muslims often receive less attention than those against
other communities, further marginalizing Muslim voices in public discourse
(Lajevardi & Abrajano, 2019).

4. Role of Social Media in Spreading Islamophobia
a) Amplification of Hate Speech

Social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube have become major
sources of Islamophobic content. Research shows that far-right groups and online

influencers spread misinformation about Muslims, linking them to terrorism, crime,
and social decline (Abbas, 2019).

e The 2019 Christchurch mosque attack was partly inspired by online hate
forums where Islamophobic narratives were widely shared.

e Studies found that fake news about Muslims spreads 70% faster than
factual news on social media (Vosoughi, 2018).

b) Algorithmic Bias and Echo Chambers

e Social media algorithms prioritize controversial and emotion-driven content,
meaning Islamophobic posts are more likely to go viral.
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e Echo chambers reinforce negative stereotypes, as users are exposed to content
that aligns with their existing biases (Abbas, 2019).

¢) Countering Islamophobia Online

e Some Muslim activists and organizations, such as MPAC (Muslim Public
Affairs Council) and CAIR (Council on American-Islamic Relations), have
used social media to challenge Islamophobic narratives.

Media Representation of Anti-Semitism

Western media has historically portrayed Jews through harmful stereotypes, often
linking them to financial manipulation, political conspiracy, and dual loyalty. These
narratives have persisted across political ideologies and have resurfaced in
contemporary discourse (Wistrich, 2010).

Common Stereotypes in Western Media

The belief that Jews exercise control over banks and financial systems originated
during European medieval times and today exists in various conspiracy theories
(Nirenberg, 2013).The claim that Jews possess divided loyalty towards Israel above
their native countries has become a standard charge to test their national devotion
(Lipstadt, 2019).

Since the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, Jews have repeatedly faced false
accusations of controlling the media and governing authorities (Bronner, 2000).

Anti-Semitic Tropes in Far-Right and Far-Left Discourse

According to Harrison (2020), the Far-Right links Jewish people to immigration rules
and public chaos by labeling them as adversaries of "Western civilization."

The Far-Left carries out a threat of negative discourse that connects Jewish identity
with Israeli actions by assigning both collective responsibility and perceived
influences (Fine & Spencer, 2017).

3. Case Studies

Some media platforms have provided platform access to Holocaust deniers while they
challenge the established history of the Holocaust (Lipstadt, 2016).

The media division regarding the Israel-Palestine conflict generates two opposing
portrayals by showing Jews as unified entities and associating them with Israeli policy
actions (Friedman, 2010).

Studies reveal that media organizations tend to diminish far-right violence against
Jews while bringing more prominence to Jewish-connected controversies (Taguieff,
2004).

4. Social Media and the Resurgence of Anti-Semitic Narratives

Social media platforms such as Twitter and Telegram serve as primary locations for
distributing hate speech, which includes anti-Semitic material, such as denying the
Holocaust (Zannettou et al., 2020).

The online promotion of sensationalist content by social media algorithms serves to
intensify anti-Jewish narratives, thereby magnifying hate speech (Baum and Groeling,
2008).
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The efforts of Jewish advocacy groups to combat misinformation through digital
platforms continue to face ongoing challenges with hate speech, as reported by
Weitzman (2021).

Comparative Analysis of Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism
Differences in Media Treatment and Public Perception

The expression of anti-Muslim sentiments known as Islamophobia differs from anti-
Jewish hatred, referred to as anti-Semitism, in its portrayal through Western media
channels. Muslims face a security threat portrayal through Islamophobia, which links
them to incidents of terrorism and extremism, as well as perceived societal
backwardness, from 9/11 onwards (Alsultany, 2012). The foundation of anti-Semitism
is rooted in the notion of Jewish control of finances and politics, with media stories
often depicting Jews as either helpless or Machiavellian (Bronner, 2000). The way
Islamophobia manifests in media and politics is more noticeable to the public than the
discreet anti-Semitic messages, which receive increased social disapproval (Lipstadt,
2019).

2. Political and Ideological Influences on Reporting

Media outlets often implement their political and ideological views when reporting on
stories about Islamophobia and anti-Semitism. In contrast, far-left narratives link
Jewish identity with Israeli politics to suggest charges of dual loyalty (Kundnani,
2014; Fine & Spencer, 2017). The War on Terror facilitated the spread of anti-Muslim
narratives, which legitimized restrictions such as border bans and surveillance
activities (Bayoumi, 2008). The elimination of Jews is a key element in populist
propaganda, often fueled by various conspiracy theories that serve a political purpose
(Wistrich, 2010). Each form of bias tends to intensify when the economic and social
environment becomes unstable (Nirenberg, 2013).

3. Legal and Societal Responses to Discrimination

The laws and social opinions about Islamophobia diverge fundamentally from those
about anti-Semitic sentiments. Western countries enforce firm restrictions against
anti-Semitic hate speech and Holocaust denial laws, but Islamophobia stands
uncovered under the protection of free speech (Taguieff, 2004). Two advocacy groups,
including the Council on American-Islamic Relations and the Anti-Defamation
League, operate together to combat media bias, yet each has its own set of policy
approaches. European countries enforce strong laws against anti-Semitism, whereas
Islamophobia maintains institutional legitimacy through policies that prohibit the
wearing of the hijab (Lajevardi & Abrajano, 2019). The effective elimination of both
forms of discrimination requires systemic changes, along with media literacy
programs and diversity initiatives, according to Weitzman (2021).

Impact on Society and Policy
1. Effects on Muslim and Jewish Communities

Islamophobia and anti-Semitism contribute to discrimination, hate crimes, and
political marginalization of Muslim and Jewish communities. Muslims in the West
frequently face employment discrimination, racial profiling, and violent attacks,
especially post-9/11 (Cesari, 2013). Jewish communities, while often economically
integrated, experience anti-Semitic hate crimes, including synagogue attacks and
vandalism, fueled by conspiracy theories about Jewish control (Lipstadt, 2019). Both
groups encounter social exclusion, with Islamophobia shaping negative perceptions of

37



Muslims as a security threat and anti-Semitism resurfacing in far-right and far-left
rhetoric (Weitzman, 2021).

2. Influence on Immigration Policies and National Security Laws

Media narratives around Islamophobia and anti-Semitism influence immigration
policies and national security laws. The "War on Terror" has justified discriminatory
laws, such as travel bans targeting Muslim-majority countries and increased
surveillance of Muslim communities (Kundnani, 2014). Similarly, fears of Jewish
influence have historically shaped restrictive immigration policies, such as the U.S.
quotas limiting Jewish refugees during World War II (Dinnerstein, 1994). Today,
while Islamophobia fuels anti-immigration sentiment in Europe and North America,
Jewish communities face challenges from rising nationalist movements that frame
them as outsiders (Bunzl, 2007).

3. Public Attitudes and Rising Populism in the West

The rise of populism in Western politics has intensified Islamophobia and anti-
Semitism. Right-wing populist leaders have weaponized fear of Muslims to push anti-
immigration policies and nationalist agendas (Mudde, 2019). Simultaneously,
conspiracy theories about Jewish global influence fuel far-right extremism, leading to
violent attacks such as the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting (Bilewicz et al., 2013).
Social media amplifies both forms of hate, spreading misinformation and reinforcing
discriminatory ideologies. Public attitudes, shaped by political rhetoric and media
coverage, continue to polarize societies, deepening divisions and enabling
institutionalized discrimination (Bleich, 2011).

The Role of Journalism and Ethical Reporting
1. Responsibilities of Media in Combating Religious Bias

Journalism plays a crucial role in shaping public perceptions and has a responsibility
to combat religious bias by promoting accuracy, fairness, and ethical reporting. Media
outlets must avoid sensationalist narratives that reinforce stereotypes about Muslims
and Jews, such as linking Islam to terrorism or portraying Jewish communities as
politically manipulative (Shaheen, 2001). Ethical journalism requires adherence to
guidelines like those set by the Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ), emphasizing
fairness, accountability, and minimizing harm in reporting on religious and ethnic
communities (Ward, 2015).

2. Strategies for Fair and Balanced Representation

To ensure fair representation, media organizations should diversify their newsroom
staff, include perspectives from Muslim and Jewish communities, and challenge
misleading narratives. Fact-based reporting, sensitivity in language use, and avoiding
generalized depictions of religious groups are essential (Saeed, 2007). Training
journalists on religious and cultural literacy, as well as engaging with independent
watchdogs such as the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and Media
Diversity Institute (MDI), can further reduce bias and misinformation (Richardson,
2004).

3. Case Studies of Positive Media Portrayals of Muslims and Jews

Some media outlets use stories that present positive images to combat stereotypes.
Several Western news outlets covered the mass shootings at two Muslim mosques in
Christchurch by focusing on how Muslims showed strength and solidarity with one
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another, rather than focusing solely on the assailant (Ahmed & Matthes, 2021).
Holocaust education journalism and Schindler's List (1993) are important resources
that effectively disseminate knowledge about anti-Semitism and Jewish oppression
(Berenbaum, 2006). Through these specific cases, ethical journalism has
demonstrated its capacity to counteract biased reporting and foster greater interfaith
understanding.

Conclusion and Recommendations
1. Summary of Key Findings

This research highlights how Western media significantly influences popular opinions
about religious communities, particularly about anti-Semitism and Islamophobia.
Negative preconceptions are also perpetuated by media representations, which portray
Jews as manipulators in the political or economic spheres and Muslims as extremists.
Such prejudices are influenced by a variety of political, historical, and ideological
factors that impact laws, public opinion, and even hate crimes. Although advocacy
organizations and legal actions have attempted to address these issues, there are still
ongoing obstacles in the way of achieving fair representation and preventing religious
prejudice in the media.

2. Requirement for Ethical Journalism and Policy Reforms

Governments and media regulators should have policies that favour diversity in
newsrooms, criminalise hate speech, and encourage balanced reporting. The report
emphasises the need for responsible journalism based on ethical norms, including
accuracy, fairness, and diversity. Other steps towards greater ethical journalism
include enforcing stricter laws against disinformation and holding journalists
accountable for biased reporting.

3. Suggestions for Reducing Media Bias and Promoting Interfaith Understanding

The reduction of media bias requires journalists to receive training about religion and
culture so they can prevent incorrect representations. Media platforms must
immediately contact Jewish and Muslim communities for accurate and diverse media
distribution. Positive stories about these communities working for the betterment of
society will help disassemble negative stereotypes. The media's effort to increase
interfaith understanding can be enhanced through public information campaigns that
team up media outlets with advocacy groups while focusing on factual reporting. This
approach will bring about a media space that is diverse and well-informed.
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